
FROM OUR PASTOR 
I know I’ve started many newsletters with “I can’t believe another month has gone by…” but 
this time, I’m kicking it up a notch.  Ready???  Happy Anniversary to us!!!  Yes, it’s been 
one year since I was blessed with officially becoming the pastor of our church.  On July 4th 
last year, we celebrated our first Worship Service together.  What made it even more 
memorable was that we reopened the church and celebrated in our beautiful sanctuary.  I 
remember the apprehension and sighs of concern when Mary Lou cautiously announced to 
everyone that their new pastor was a Yankee Fan with a sense of humor and not afraid to 
use it.  This year, our District Superintendent asked if I would consider pastoring a second 
church also.  I respectfully declined.  My heart and passion lie with you and I want to give 
you my all.       
I am so proud of what we accomplished together in the last year as a team.  As you walk 
through the church today, remember back a year ago and truly appreciate the clean-up and 
reorganization of Fellowship Hall, changes in the sanctuary, and the overall attention to 
detail inside and outside.  With a new energy and excitement, our planning now not only 
includes short term needs, but as importantly, our long-term strategy.  To that end, we have 
established another milestone when the District awarded us $5,000 to be applied against 
the estimated $14,000 cost to upgrade our audio/video equipment in the sanctuary.  The 
downside is that you will now be able to hear my sermons – but – earplugs will be provided 
at the door. 
Over the past months, we were blessed to welcome Luna Rose and Gracie into this body of 
Christ, through the sacrament of baptism.  Loved for who you are, exactly as you are, we 
openly invite all who wish to become a member of our church to give me a call 
(413-237-6823).  It’s a really simple process and we hope you’ll give it some thought. 
As we begin our second year together, we need your thoughts and ideas on how to make 
Worship Service on Sundays more meaningful and relevant in your life.  Church should be 
something you look forward to, a place where you can feel God’s presence through 
scripture, prayer, singing hymns/music ministry, and in fellowship with each other.  Please, 
we need your thoughts and ideas.   
To our younger folks – this includes you too!  Monday night at miniature golf was great, 
thanks so much for all the laughs and hints on how to get that ball in the tiny (yes tiny) 
hole.  My gosh, I needed GPS to even find the hole.  Now we need to take your suggestions 
on how you’d like to get involved and DO IT!      
For all those who are suffering, lonely, and have lost their sense of purpose and need, 
always remember that God loves you for who you are, exactly as you are – and so do we.  
Should you need someone to reach out to, an ear to vent to, or just a presence to know you 
are not alone, I am only a call away. 
May grace and blessings be in your path, 
Pastor Joe … 
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Come to a Celebration
When:  July 17, 2022 after church in the pavilion

Why:  To celebrate our one year anniversary together!
 What to bring:  Yourself and a food item to share; this will be a pot-luck picnic
  Please join us for Pastor Joe’s one year anniversary with us.  This is a time to   

  celebrate Joe and to celebrate us as well.  What progress we have made in one year!!
 We are growing, we are thriving, and now we are celebrating!!   Join us!

FROM OUR LAY LEADER              What Did Jesus Do? 
It seems like a question with an obvious answer. Besides all the things he did in his ministry, 
we know he died on the cross to give us eternal life. It was the most extraordinary gift of all 
time. It was the ultimate healing, for worldly healing is for our bodies here on earth. But 
knowing we will be with Jesus when this part of our life is over, and that we will always be 
with him, is a gift no one else could ever give us. Knowing that death does not end our 
existence should give us a peace about the idea of dying.  
Yes, Jesus gave us life, but what else did he do? Or rather, what did he not do? Did he create 
a church? Nope. Jesus gave us believers and followers who went on to create churches. Did 
he create any iteration of the Methodist Church? No. In fact, John Wesley did not intend to 
create the Methodist Church, but that is a topic for another time and another writer.  
No, Jesus did not create any of the Christian churches. In fact, I suspect he is not even happy 
about the many churches that have grown out of one another. Why would I put forth such a 
strange idea? The answer is quite simple. The churches have been created by people, and 
those institutions divide us from one another. It is evident here in South Hadley. There used 
to be an ecumenical clergy group that met monthly, but it slowly thinned out and then 
disbanded. Not all pastors are like Peter and Joe, who enjoy rich discussions of their 
differences. 
Did Jesus say we had to have a priest as a go-between us and him? Did he say we had to use 
only wine for holy communion? Did he tell us how a church service was to be conducted? 
Did he describe the bureaucracies that we now allow to rule our churches? No. These things 
separate us from one another and worse yet, are the cause of war and hatred.  
My way or the highway. That’s okay, I will create a church of my own so I can do it the way I 
know God wants it to be. What a laugh! Neither God, nor Jesus, nor the Holy Spirit dictate 
how churches are organized and run. And by the way, God doesn’t advocate lavish buildings 
and lush bank accounts. No, these are created by what I believe are human failings. 
Why, then does our church focus on money? The answer is survival. Money doesn’t buy 
everything, but it does pay the bills and after that, it allows us to do missions, and now we 
are approaching the answer to the question, ‘what did Jesus do?’ Jesus asked us to love God 
and love his people. Period. Understanding that love is an action word, it is easy to see and 
to grasp the intention. Take care of one another. People created churches and the rules that 
each one has. I question the validity of many aspects of organized religion and challenge 
myself, and now you, to focus on what Jesus did, and not what he didn’t do. 
As Pastor Louise always says, be blessed. Be a blessing. 
Mary Lou



PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
✞ Carol Brunelle, Beth Dietz, Pauline 

& George Kiakis, Samantha Snopek, 
Adele Reynolds, Doug & Dee 
Brooksbank, Dave Fanaras, Tim 
O’Donnell, Lily Marion, Kathy 
Washburn, Darlene Dout, Mark Hudgik, 
Jessica Guarnera, Renata Cournoyer, 

CELEBRATION, CONCERNS & MORE

STEEPLE LIGHTING  

If you would like the 
steeple lit for one 
month, the fee is $25.00.  The 
deadline is the 25th of the 
month. More than one person/
family may participate.

MINI GOLF WITH PASTOR JOE & DONNA 

From Daniel - On June 27th, ten of the church youth 
met with Pastor Joe and Donna at McCrays farm.  
They played mini golf and talked about how the youth 
want to get involved in the church.   It was a fun time! 

Baptism of Gracie Rathburn  

In May Pastor Joe had the honor 
of baptizing Gracie Rathburn, 
the great granddaughter of our 
former pastor, Neal White, 
granddaughter of Carol White 
Scott, daughter of Tabitha Scott. 

       Church office: 413-532-0500             Worship Sunday 10:00 a.m.  
                  e-mail:  churchoffice@thesteepleinthefalls.org         web site: www.thesteepleinthefalls.org 

Dr. Heather Reichgott, Minister of Music                                                      Ann Felsentreger, Secretary  
Neighbors Helping Neighbors: 413-437-7593 

mailto:churchoffice@thesteepleinthefalls.org
http://www.thesteepleinthefalls.org


UMW CWS BLANKETS   -   HEARTS    Thank you for your support. 💕  

The women’s group of our church sold hearts during May and part of June to earn money 
for CWS blankets.  Here are the hearts that were displayed on a poster during the Sunday 
services.  The proceeds go to Church World United Service Missions to buy blankets to be 
used by people in need.  Some of them may stay right here in the area. $80 was collected 
and the women’s group added $50:  We sent $130 to CWS.        💕                         

Those struggling with substance 
& suicide

The Motyka Family

In Honor of 


our Moms


Tom & Carol

In Memory of my

 friend, Chris

In Memory of Kay


 


 by Tom & Carol

In Memory of 


Mom & Dad


Alan & Darlene
In Honor of Shea

In Honor of Thomas To those that will


 never be 


forgotten.

In Honor of Grandchildren & great granddaughter

Tom & Carol

In Honor of Tucker

In Honor of our
children & grandchildren
Alan & Ann

In memory & honor of 

our parents


      Alan & Ann 

In Honor of Kyrin

For all moms and dads here and above!

    THE CASSEROLES FOR KATE’S KITCHEN ARE DUE JULY 24. 
      Thanks to all who helped, 13 casseroles were delivered in June.   
                               Everyone is invited to help. 
All are invited to join the UWF on July 13 at 10:00 a.m. on zoom. Carol Deren 

will lead us in devotion.  Contact Ann at churchoffice@thesteepleinthefalls.org and she will 
send you the zoom link.
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 Grab & Go
   Blueberry Cobbler
     &
    Turkey Sandwich
          July 15     5:00 to 6:00 p.m.      $12.00 

                             Turkey Sandwich
                Bag of Chips          Beverage
         Old fashioned Blueberry Cobbler 

made with fresh picked blueberries, bathed in juicy goodness, topped 
with a cloud of real whipped cream

To order:      call: 413 532-0500   Text 413 695-1212               
            email: churchoffice@thesteepleinthefalls.org  

Meals will be delivered to your car.  Pull into the church driveway and you will be 
directed on where to line up, pay for your order and 

it will be brought to your car. Easy peasy!
- - - - - - - - - -

If you will help pick blueberries or prepare the food call or email the church. 
 It’s fun and help is appreciated. 

WILL YOU HELP with the Grab & Go  Call 532-0500 or email the church if 
you will help - pick or prep blueberries on July 13 or 14 or help make cobbler or 
put together meals on Friday.

PRAYER 
Gracious God 
Sometimes even our sense of duty, 
and good intentions, 
divert us from following you.  
We'll be right with you, but first 
let us bury our loved ones, 
say farewell to those at home, 
finish our degree, 
tie up loose ends at the office, 
let our children to grow up. 
 

We say we will follow you 
wherever you go, 
and we mean it sincerely, 
but we do not understand 
where that will take us 
or what it will cost us. 
 

We ask,  do you want us 
to command fire 

 
to come down and consume 
those who do not receive you, 
and you rebuke us and  
show us that neither are we 
ready to receive you.  
 

O God, Jesus' words are hard: 
no one who looks back is 
fit for the kingdom of God. 
His message is urgent: 
Follow me. Come now, without delay. 
His requirements defy our 
sense of responsibility and caring. 
Help us to trust and to follow. 
 

We pray in the name of Christ Jesus 
who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
By Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar 
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    UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
                   30 Carew Street  
 South Hadley, Massachusetts 01075-2705 

   Return address service requested.

- CELEBRATE DIVERSITY - 
All are welcome - loved for who you are, exactly as you are. 

Join us for worship or join in one of our missions.  
United Methodist Church 

Of 
Holyoke, South Hadley & Granby 

30 Carew Street 
South Hadley, MA 01075 

Worship Sunday 10:00 a.m. in our Sanctuary and on Zoom 
Pastor Joe DeGrande      413 237-6823 

pastorjoe.steeple.falls@gmail.com 
My office hours are Tuesday from 10:00-3:00 and Thursday 10:00-2:30 p.m.   

My door is always open so please stop by.   
Should something be weighing heavy on your  

heart, I’m only a phone call away - no matter what day or time. 

     MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

  July 10: 9:15 a.m. Choir warmup 
              10:00 Let’s kick it up a notch  
                         music service  
  July 13: 10:00 a.m. United Women in  
                           Faith on zoom 
  July 15: 5:00-6:00 p.m. Grab & Go meal 

 

  July 17: Celebration of our first year   
          together - pot luck picnic after service.   
  July 18:  6:30 p.m. Education meeting on  
                                        Zoom. 
  July 19: 6:30 p.m. Church council &  
                           Trustee in pavilion. 
  July 24: Casseroles for Kate’s Kitchen are  
                 due.  


